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SUBJECT: TRADE FACILITATION COMMITTEE: STATUS REPORT ON 
TSG: AUTOMOBILE STUDY AND JAPANESE STANDARDS 


REE: TOKYO 11036 


1. SUMMARY: ECMIN HAS MET INFORMALLY WITH MINISTRY OF 
TRANSPORT, (MOT) ROAD TRANSPORT DIRECTOR-GENERAL TO DIS- 
CUSS NEED TO REDUCE BILATERAL TRADE IMBALANCE AND TO 
REQUEST MOT'S COOPERATION IN FACILITATING IMPORTS. 
INDUSTRY/ACCJ AND EMBASSY REP WILL NOW MEET WITH WORKING 
LEVEL TO EOLLOW-UP. MOT INSPECTORS WILL CONDUCT WITNESS 
TESTING OF 1979 U.S. MODELS IN U.S. FROM AUGUST 7. EMBASSY 
ALSO SENDING FOLLOW-UP LETTER TO MOT INQUIRING WHETHER 
NOTARY PUBLIC CERTIFICATION IS ACCEPTABLE AUTHENTICATION 
OF DATE OF MANUFACTURE. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN ATTEMPT TO DEFUSE CONERONTATIONAL ATMOSPHERE THAT 
HAD DEVELOPED BETWEEN U.S. SIDE OF TRADE STUDY GROUP AND 
MOT, ECMIN MET JUNE 22 WITH MOT ROAD TRANSPORT DIR-GEN 
NAKAMURA EOR GENERAL DISCUSSION OF U.S.-JAPAN TRADE RE- 
LATIONS AND NEED TO REDUCE U.S./JAPAN TRADE IMBALANCE. 
ECMIN NOTED THE PROGRESS THAT HAS BEEN MADE WITH MOT'S 
COOPERATION OVER LAST TWO YEARS; E.G., MOT'S CONDUCTING 
"WITNESS TESTING" IN U.S. ON MODELS BOUND FOR JAPAN, 
MENTIONED THAT CERTAIN PROBLEMS CONTINUED TO EXIST AND 
SAID THAT THE U.S. MANUFACTURERS WOULD LIKE TO CALL ON 
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NAKAMURA'S STAFE SHORTLY TO DISCUSS DIRECTLY HOW THESE 
PROBLEMS MIGHT BE SOLVED. NAKAMURA ACKNOWLEDGED HIS 
BUREAU'S DESIRE "TO COOPERATE". 


3. PER NORMAL SUMMER TURNOVERS, NAKAMURA WILL SHORTLY 
TRANSFER TO ANOTHER POSITION. WE PLAN TO REPLAY SCENE 
WITH NAKAMURA'S SUCCESSOR BUT SINCE MUCH OE NAKAMURA'S 
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STAFF, INCLUDING DEP. DIR-GEN INUMARU AND ENGINEERING 
DIV DIR NIWA WERE PRESENT OUR EEFORTS MAY BEAR SOME 
ERUIT. ACCJ REP ON TSG IS NOW CANVASSING U.S. MANUEACTURERS 
AS TO WHEN THEY WOULD LIKE TO MEET WITH MOT WORKING LEVEL 
AND EMBASSY WILL THEN ATTEMPT TO ARRANGE APPOINTMENT. 

4. DURING DISCUSSION, NAKAMURA CONFIRMED THAT MOT IN- 
SPECTORS WILL CARRY OUT "WITNESS TESTING" OE 1979 U.S. 

MODELS IN U.S. AT BIG THREE'S EACILITIES BEGINNING 
AUGUST 7. EXACT SCHEDULE AND DECISION AS TO WHICH IN- 
SPECTORS EROM MIT AKA FACILITY WILT. GO IS YET TO BE 
SETTLED. ALTHOUGH U.S. WITNESS TESTING HAS BEEN "ON 
TRACK" EOR SEVERAL MONTHS, EORMAL CONEIRMATION WAS 
WELCOME SINCE MOT HAD NEVER EORMALLY RESPONDED TO ECMIN/ 
NAKAMURA LETTER OE DECEMBER 14, 1977 ON SUBJECT. ECMIN 
TOLD NAKAMURA THAT EMB OFE MEYERS WOULD BE AT THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT'S JAPAN DESK EROM AUGUST 1 AND WOULD BE 
PLEASED TO ASSIST THE INSPECTING GROUP IP THEY RUN INTO 

ANY DIFPICULTY. 

5. EMBASSY ALSO NOW PLANS TO POLLOW-UP ON EARLIER 
BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS RE AUTO STANDARDS BY SENDING 
POLLOW-UP LETTER TO OURS OP MARCH 13 TO ENGINEERING 
DIV DIR NIWA INQUIRING WHETHER U.S. NOTARY PUBLIC 
CERTIPICATION OP THE DATE OF MANUFACTURE OP A VEHICLE 
IS ACCEPTABLE AUTHENTICATION OP SAME. 
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6. COMMENT: POINT OF TIME MAY BE APPROACHING WHEN 
U.S. SIDE MUST LINK AUTO IMPORT BARRIERS IDENTIFIED 
BY TSG STUDY WITH OUR PREVIOUS EEFORTS TO REDUCE AUTO 
SAFETY AND EMISSION STANDARD BARRIERS THROUGH GOVERNMENT/ 
TO/GOVERNMENT BILATERAL TALKS. SEE SEPTEL FOR DISCUSSION 
OF COMMODITY TAX ISSUES ALSO RAISED IN TSG STUDY. 
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